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I incurred a great deal of academic debt in the period in which this book was produced. Colleagues in the School of History, St Andrews, were always supportive and encouraging. One could not hope to work in a more stimulating and friendly environment. Within that collective brilliance, a few individuals need to be thanked for their direct input. Simon MacLean kindly read most of the book in draft and gave much useful advice. Justine Firnhaber-Baker and Alex Woolf patiently listened to me talking about it at length and made many suggestions, some followed, others not. Tim Greenwood helped me to straighten up Chapter 4 , and both he and Paul Magdalino helpfully talked through various aspects of eastern apocalyptic thought with me. John Hudson was an excellent nominated mentor for the AHRC, which is to say he said encouraging things but let me get on with it. The enthusiastic postgraduate community in St Andrews has also been a continuous source of support, tea and cake. It is a great sadness that, from among them, Berenike Walburg never got to see this book, but I hope she would have appreciated the efforts to look East 'to the really interesting stuff'.
Outside the School, a special thanks needs to be expressed to Helen Foxhall Forbes, who carefully went through the whole draft manuscript before its initial submission and helped me to improve and sharpen up my ideas throughout. The two anonymous readers were magnifi cent and put in great care and effort in preparing reports to bring the best out of the fi nished volume. I also benefi ted from having Clemens Gantner Finally, I must express my gratitude to those 'outside' the academic universe who made everything possible. My parents, Jan and Trevor, have been there beyond the call of duty more times than I can count. Christine and the Money family have always been patient and supportive even when they didn't have to be. On the other side of the water, the Firnhabers, Bakers and Oslunds have been wonderfully welcoming. At home, Sophie and Audrey have been the most inspiring source of joy and happiness, making all those early starts worth it. And then there's Justine, again -someone who has made anything and everything feel possible.
